L. C. Bates Museum 

Natural History and Maine History Discovery Programs

Programs Meet Maine Learning Results
Two or Three Hour Explorations at the Museum

$70.00 FOR 1 GROUP of UP TO 25 PARTICIPANTS for three hours

$50.00 FOR 1 GROUP of UP TO 25 PARTICIPANTS for two hours 

Up to Three groups can rotate through the program at one time. 
In the three hour programs, lunch break is between the second and third activity.

Chaperones are helpful, but not required. 1 chaperone per every 5 children is free, additional chaperones pay admission of $3.00.
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Maine Habitat Programs - Choose one habitat to explore: Forest, Field, Wetlands, or Coast. See the museum dioramas, touch the specimens and pelts in the classroom, go on an outside ecology exploration, and explore food chains.

[image: image2.png]



Pond Explorations- Explore our pond with nets in hand, visit the museum collections to discover animals and plants that live in the wetlands, and learn about different wetlands and their unique habitats.
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Maine Native Americans - Examine stone tools to learn about Maine Native American prehistory, visit the museum’s collections to see what Maine animals Native Americans used in daily life, examine baskets and craft a story basket. 
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Rocks, Minerals and Fossils - Become a geologist! Touch minerals in the Rocks in Your Life program, examine igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks, look at rocks under a black light, tour our Maine minerals, fossil collections, learn the difference between a rock and a mineral and learn how fossils were made and they what tell about the past.
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Maine’s Beautiful Birds - Participate in a Maine Birds classroom program, visit our Audubon Room to examine how birds adapt to different Maine habitats, go on a bird walk and draw and/or watercolor a picture of a bird in the museum collection.
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Maine Mammals - Discover Maine mammals and their habitats through the museum dioramas and specimens. In the classroom and outside learn mammal signs like tracks, scat, and markings. Classify the skulls of carnivores, herbivores, omnivores, and insectivores. Learn adaptations of our many mammals to survive in their special Maine environment. 
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 Insects Everywhere - Explore the incredible diverse world of insects including the helpful, harmful, and insects that bite! Examine insect collections, participate in hands-on bug activities, and go on a bug walk outside on the trails and fields. 
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 Endangered/Invasive/Extinct- Explore the words extinct, endangered, extirpated, plentiful, and invasive in depth. Tour the museum to view animals and plants that are endangered or threatened, learn what is happening to some species, and go on an outside walk to view invasive and native plants.
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  Producers, Consumers, and Decomposers- How does the cycle of life in nature work? Learn about the living things that make food, touch live worms, and go outside with an expert to view the incredible diversity outside your door! 
Natural and Maine History Programs
(45 minutes to an hour) 

Museum programs = $25.00 for a group of up to 25 participants.
Outreach programs = $55.00 for the first presentation and $35.00 for additional presentations the same day plus mileage at $ .42 per mile. (If the school is located more then 1 hours ride from the museum there will be an additional fee for travel time.)

Maine Habitats:
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MAINE WETLAND HABITAT - Explore Maine’s wetlands to meet the plants and animals that live there. Discover the lives of Beavers; the furry engineers of wetlands.
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MAINE FOREST HABITAT - Wild animals from Maine’s woods make many sounds and leave a variety of tracks and signs.  Learn about them using tracks, fur, wings, skulls, posters, and tape recordings.
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MAINE COASTAL HABITAT - Discuss the tides, coastal creatures and their adaptations to seashore conditions.  Take a classroom journey to investigate life “on the edge” using mounts of real seashore plants and animals.

                                                    Earth Science:
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AMAZING ROCKS IN YOUR LIFE - Explore rocks and minerals and how we use them in our daily lives. Try out rock experiments like floating rocks, writing with rocks, and rocks under a black light!
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FASCINATING FOSSILS – Find out how fossils form, examine different kinds of fossils and learn what fossils tell us about our earth’s history and evolution.  See the Maine state fossil and fossils of trilobites, dinosaurs, plants, insects and more.
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NEW!! MAINE MINERALS- Learn about glacial remnants and the geological history of Maine from the Precambrian period through present. Explore the history of Maine’s mining and quarrying industry and see some of the different rocks and minerals found right here in Maine.
                                                          Plants:
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THE LIFE CYCLE OF TREES – Learn about tree growth from seeds to seedling to tree to decomposing into new soil! Learn how a tree grows and examine trunk sections, leaf shapes and simple or compound leaves. 
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FLOWER POWER – Flowers to Seeds- Investigate flowering plants, their pollinators and how people depend upon them.

Animal Studies:
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SECRET LIVES OF SHELLS - Discover and classify the incredible variety of animal forms in this diverse phylum, the mollusks. Learn how they are adapted to different ocean habitats. 
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 MAINE BIRDS - Study bird mounts, nests, feathers, eggs, tracks, skulls, and tape-recorded songs.  Learn about birds’ adaptations to the different habitats in Maine. 
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OWL PROWL – Visit the Museum owl collection, hunt the museum for owl prey and dissect an owl pellet.
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BUGS, BUGS, BUGS - Learn about the wonderful variety of insects through models, specimens, pictures and slides. Practice “being a bug”.  Explore mimicry, adaptation, camouflage, and metamorphosis. 
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PESTS & BENEFICIAL INSECTS- Learn about integrated pest management, a varied and effective approach to pest control that works to restore ecosystem health. 
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MAINE’S AMAZING MAMMALS – Explore the amazing variety of mammals by examining tracks and scat, the world of carnivore, herbivore, and omnivore, and how they all fit into a food chain.      
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THE WORLD OF REPTILES- Uncover the fascinating diversity of snakes, turtles, lizards, alligators, and crocodiles in our world. Discover Maine’s reptiles through skulls, skins, shells, and pictures. 
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FASCINATING SKULLS- Learn the incredible diversity of animal skulls from mammals and reptiles to amphibians and birds. Create a paper skull to bring home.
                                                                   Art: 
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ART & BEAUTIFUL BIRDS – Explore the Museum’s Audubon Room and draw and watercolor a bird you select. Or Create wonderful watercolor art from several bird taxidermy mounts the museum brings to your program.
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NATURALIST/ARTIST PROGRAM – Learn how naturalists may use drawing and painting to record their observations of wildlife. Look at the Museum’s dioramas and mounted animals or walk outside to explore nature. Record your findings through art. 
                                                            Maine History:
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MAINE’S PREHISTORIC TOOLS & NATIVE AMERICANS - Examine and use archaeological tools to learn about Maine’s prehistory, the hunter and gatherer culture, and the science of archaeology.
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LEARNING ABOUT THE PAST- Life in Maine in the early 1900’s - See and try household tools, schoolwork, chores, toys, and clothes from the 1900’s. 
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NEW!! THE LOST WORLD OF PRINTING PRESS – Learn the skills of a printer before the invention of computers or typewriters! Set type, roll on ink, and print with an acorn press from the 1800’s.
For the Younger Crowd (pre-K – 2nd):
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THE VERY YOUNG NATURALIST - Discuss forest, field, wetland and seashore by looking at habitat mount cases.  Handle shells, feathers, antlers, insect models, etc., while listening to nature’s sounds.  
PLEASE ASK ABOUT OTHER PROGRAMS THAT YOUNGER KIDS LOVE!

(BUGS, BIRDS, AND BEAVERS)

Indoor/Outdoor Programs:

 1 hour long exploration~ Up to 25 participants ~ $25.00 per group

1 ½ hours is $35.00 ~ 2 hours is $50.00
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Indoor/Outdoor Pond Study – Spend a half hour with nets in hand exploring the animals and plants at the pond and spend a half hour touring the museum to examine pond animals.
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Indoor/Outdoor Forest Study – Take a short hike to explore Maine’s forest habitat and tour the museum to see the animals that live in our woods. 

PLEASE ASK ABOUT ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS WE OFFER!
These include: bugs, birds, and beavers.
Take it Outside!
$25.00 FOR UP TO 25 PARTICIPANTS (1 hour)
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Spring Wildflower Walk - See and learn about local wildflowers on a nature walk.   
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Fall Seed Dispersal - Take a walk to see plants and trees that disperse seeds.
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Spring Bird Walk- Walk on the GWH trails to see wetland, field and forest birds of Maine.
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Forest Walk- Take a guided walk on the trails to discover the animals and plants in the Maine forest.
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Insect Walk- Take a guided walk to explore the amazing diversity of insect life along the trails. Find out about the helpful insects, harmful insects, and insects that bite.
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Invasive Species Walk- Examine up close the invasive species around the trails and museum.

Tours

$3.00 FOR ADULTS; $1.00 STUDENTS (teachers Free) (1 hour)

General – Museum guides lead classes through the museum exhibits.  Students get to investigate the displays and ask and answer questions about them.

Focused Tours and Activities – Teachers or other group leaders can telephone us and create a specialized tour which emphasizes the exhibits in the museum that address special areas, such as art, archaeology, an aspect of Maine natural history, or a particular historical period. Popular focused activities include Maine Birds, Endangered Species, Old Time Toys, Insects, and Mammals.
School Programs and Tours by appointment - Monday through Saturday

Payment methods: Checks made out to L.C Bates Museum, Cash or PO. Unless other arrangements are made, please bring your payment the day of the visit.

Chaperones: Chaperones are helpful, but not required. 1 chaperone per every 5 children is free, additional chaperones each $3.00
Lunch Options: Picnic Tables are located behind the Museum (In bad weather, inside space is available.)
Parking: Free parking is available beside the museum.

The Museum Gift Shop features many inexpensive interesting and educational items that can spark curiosity and extend the learning experience.  (Teachers can pre-select a store item for each child, such as a mineral or fossil for $2.00, that will be packaged for the class.)

The museum is open April –November: Wednesday through Saturday from 10:00am to 4:30pm, Sundays 1:00 to 4:30pm and at other times year round by appointment. Outreach programs available year round.
Regular Admission is $3.00 per adult and $1.00 for students and children under 18.
 L. C. Bates Museum

 Good Will-Hinckley Rt. 201 (North off I-95 at exit 133) PO Box 159, Hinckley, ME 04944-0159

lcbates@gwh.org ~ (207) 238-4250 ~ www.gwh.org 

or join us on facebook! www.facebook.com/lcbates 
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